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 June 2019 was up to last year 
 As compared to last year the calendar shows losing a Friday and gaining a Sunday.  This would equate to a decline of -1% expected change 

in the results.     

 

 
 

 For June 2019 vs June 2018, nationwide shows revenue was up.  Keep in mind that were it not for states adding new facilities (KY, NJ, MA 

and VA), the results would have been flat to a decline. 

 

 

 

 2019 national gaming growth forecast 
The drivers for the casino gaming industry are: employment, income and to a lesser extent gas prices, we find these are in fair to moderate growth 

position.  Even with inflation tracking at +2% to +3% there is some “real” wage/income growth as lower taxes have appeared to boost overall 

economic activity with GDP at 4% or slightly higher and higher employment both of which combined translate into more available dollars for 

disposable income.   

• Our 2016 and 2017 gaming forecast range were for growth of between +1% to +3%.   

• Our 2018 forecast was in the 2% to 4% range. 

 

• Our 2019 forecast is:   

We are seeing much of the same in 2019 as in 2018 with total growth perhaps slightly lower and more in the +1% to 

+3% range as the level of core inflation of offsets combined gains in income levels and population.   

 

Additionally, for 2019, another hurdle for the casino industry will be trying to grow above inflation in successive years 

which is often a difficulty for any mature industry. 
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Recent News/Trends: 

New Jersey: With Hard Rock-AC and Oceans in June 2018, casino win for increased 14% from the same month last year.   

New York: The fourth of four casinos, Resorts World Catskills opened.  Many of the legacy VLT parlors in NY are showing declines largely due to 

the opening of the new NY casinos.    The Monticello VLT parlor closed in spring 2019 due to substantial declines in revenue as Resorts World-

Catskills gains share. 

Kentucky (racetracks): The Historic Horse Racing machines are in multiple locations and growing dramatically in revenue.   

Illinois casino revenue continues showing a year-to-date decrease.  Based on data available, much of this decline is trackable to VLTs that are 

increasing throughout the state of Illinois.  Most of the Midwest is showing year-to-date declines, as steep or as steeply declining as Illinois. 

Maryland declined.  This result June be due to new gaming facilities opening in Virginia. 

Massachusetts opens Encore in Boston as of June 2019 
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Gas prices are is seeing a steep increase (+35% or more) from lows of the end of 2018rating in recent months. 

Table 1, National gas Prices 

  

 

NOTE: Many states report combined slot and table revenue and our reporting reflects same.  Some states separate slot and table win 

and where this occurs we report the combined total.   

 

Sources for all data are State Gaming reports and JSA research 
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Figure 1 Number of States Gaining, recent month to same month last year 
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Table 2: Recent month to same month last year 
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Table 3: Year to date this year versus same time last year 
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Table 4: NY Results  
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Table 5: Southeast Results  
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Footnotes 
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Free Play data- 

PA is at $4:1 and OH is at $6:1. Our research suggests that rates at/below $3:1 need to be monitored for wasted spending.  Conversely, too much 

over $5:1 suggests that there is potentially not enough Free Play spend in that the redeeming clients are not finding value in offers and likely going 

elsewhere.  CT continues at or above $8:1 and is legislatively capped on free play spending.  Other states have caps too.  NY is capped at 15% to 

19% depending on the location and regulations for the specific property.  CT is capped 12% of gaming revenue. These states with caps generally 

artificially limit the spend results as properties do not want to be taxed for exceeding the caps. 
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Year to year Total Win change in dollars (millions) 
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Total Win Raw data, this year 
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Total Win Raw data, last year 

 


